Cross of Christ Lutheran Church
Guuldling our jounnery of foith

November 3, 2024

Worship with Holy Communion
Pastor Samantha (Sam) Perret, Presiding

Welcome to all who worship with today,
especially our visitors. We invite you to return
and worship with us again. Hymns are found in the
Evangelical Lutheran Worship Service Book & Hymnal
red book).
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+ GATHERING +

Welcome and Announcements

* Confession and Forgiveness

P: In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.

C: Amen.

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin,
and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved.
In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God
strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in
your hearts through faith.

C: Amen.

Music by Pastor Sam

Gathering Hymn Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones ELW# 424



Greeting

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

L: Let us pray,

C: Almighty God, you have taught us in your Son that love fulfills
the law. Inspire us to love you with all our heart, our soul, our
mind, and our strength, and teach us how to love our neighbor as
ourselves, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

+ WORD +

Reading for us today is Bob Blewitt
Lesson 1: Isaiah: 25:6-9

6 On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich
food, a feast of well-aged wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged
wines strained clear. 7 And he will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is
cast over all peoples, the sheet that is spread over all nations; 8 he will swallow
up death forever. Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces,
and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth,
for the Lord has spoken. 91t will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we
have waited for him, so that he might save us. This is the Lord for whom we
have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Lesson 2: Revelation 21:1-6a

11 saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth
had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, the
new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride
adorned for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying,
“See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them;
they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them; 4 he will wipe
every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and
pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away.” 5And the one
who was seated on the throne said, “"See, I am making all things new.” Also



he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6aThen he
said to me, "It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the
end.”

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Gospel - John: 11:32-44

The Gospel according to John

Glory to you, O Lord.

32 When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and
said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have
died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also
weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34 He said,
“Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus
began to weep. 36 So the Jews said, "See how he loved him!” 37 But some of
them said, “"Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this
man from dying?” 38Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb.
It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. 39 Jesus said, “"Take away the
stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there
is a stench because he has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I
not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” 41 So they
took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you
for having heard me. 421 knew that you always hear me, but I have said this
for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you
sent me.” 43 When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come
out!” 44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth,
and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “"Unbind him, and let him
go.”

The Word of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ

Sermon

Hymn of the Day For All the Saints ELW# 422

*APOSTLES' CREED
Let us confess our faith, in the words of the Apostles’ Creed.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius



Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated
at the right hand of the Father and he will come to judge the living
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

O God, our help in ages past and our hope for years to come: We give you
thanks for all your faithful people who have followed the light of your word
throughout the centuries into our time and place. As we remember these
people, strengthen us to follow Christ through this world until we are carried
into the harvest of eternal life, where suffering and death will be no more.
Until we are joined with you, where you will wipe every tear from our eyes,
we offer our tears to you now as a sign of how deeply we have loved.

Hear our prayer in the name of the good and gracious

shepherd, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Today, prayers are shared with us by Elaine Weston

Rooted in God’s abundant love for the world, let us pray for our neighbors,
the church, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

O God of resurrection, you call us by name and raise us to life. Rouse your
church from slumber. Where we have held back in fear or shame, unbind us.
Embolden us in our proclamation of your good news, that all may know
abundant life. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

O God of creation, you have founded your world on rivers and seas. Preserve
fresh water sources and the creatures who call them home. Heal places of
pollution and nourish places of drought. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

O God of the earth, you reign over all nations and peoples. Inspire us with
wisdom and discernment as we elect legislators and leaders. May they govern
with justice and uphold the dignity of all people. Merciful God, receive our
prayer.

O God of heaven, you make your home among mortals. Come alongside those
who weep this day. Befriend all who are lonely, encourage those in despair,



and heal any who are suffering. Abide with your faithful ones in love. Merciful
God, receive our prayer.

O God who serves, you set before us a feast of rich food. Sustain our
ministries of fellowship and hospitality. Strengthen the hands and hearts of
all who prepare and serve food for our nourishment. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

We pray to the Lord for all those who have died, that the light of Christ would
shine upon those we now name... Matthew Joseph LeClair, Paula Engel, Joan
Meccariello, Selma Srugis, Martin Srugis, Gemma Reihl, Elsa Colina, Dennis
White, Lena Officer, Wendy J. DeFrancesco and Barbara Egge.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Today we pray especially for all those on our prayer list below, all whom we
send cards through our Care Card Ministry, on our prayer tree and those we
now name in our hearts or with our voices... [Current prayer list: the family
of Roosevelt Vann, Kathy M, Joshua, Luna, Myra S, Elaine W, Jim C, Arlene &
William S, Judy J, Arthur F and family, Jacky A, Eva B, Shawn Y, Candie L, The
LeClair family, Mark B, Phyllis K, Nadia & Gary M, Glenn & Ann, Betsy C,
Adam K, Don M, Lori, Susan A, Randy and Priscilla B, Randolph K, Jeff S}
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Dear God, we give you thanks for the gift of life to Gene Salcito and Pricilla
Bock whose birthdays are today. Grant them the joy of your continued
presence throughout the coming years. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of every time and place, in Jesus’ name and filled with your Holy Spirit,
we entrust these spoken prayers and those in our hearts into your holy
keeping. Amen.

* Sharing the Peace
L: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: And also with you.

+ MEAL +

* Offering Prayer

A: Let us pray,

C: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: ourselves, our
time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in



feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave
himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

* The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.

: And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

: We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

oo orr

L: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ.

By the witness of your saints

you show us the hope of our calling

and strengthen us to run the race set before us,

that we may delight in your mercy and rejoice with them in glory.

And so, with all the saints, with the choirs of angels and all the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

C: Holy Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might. Heaven and
Earth are full of your glory, Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he
who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

L: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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Assisting with communion today is Seita Glasgow

Distribution In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy.
Come to the banquet.

* Post-Communion Blessing

L: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace.
C: Amen

A: Let us pray.

C: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy,
strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in
fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.



+ SENDING +

L: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you
peace.

C: Amen.

Sending Hymn When the Saints Go Marching in  (see print-out)

P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord!
C: Thanks be to God.
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11/10: There will be a council meeting following worship.

Bible Study: Tuesdays (6PM) on zoom and Thursdays (10am) in the
conference room.

Altar Care Volunteers

Today: Del Blewitt & Seita Glasgow
11/10: S.r Carol Weaver & Janine Kifer i
11/17: Tish Hunter & Char Lawton e

=t
(—t—

t——t—
“’_

11/24: Del Blewitt & Seita Glasgow J’ T

Hospitality Volunteers

Today: Tish Hunter & Linda Nido
11/10: Seita Glasgow & Dolly hﬂu

11/17: Volunteers requested
11/24: Volunteers requested

Thanks To All Our Volunteers!!!
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Cross of Christ Lutheran Church a member

of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church

in America

1555 Hamilton Ave. Waterbury CT 06706-2401
Pastor Samantha (Sam) Perret, Presiding

860-790-1108

Lainey Blanar, Office Admin.
Office: 203-527-3752

Office Hours:

Tuesday and Thursday 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Wednesday (9:00—12:00) available at: 203-578-5080
(text or call)

Or email: teed4twooo@sbcglobal.net

office@crossofchrist-wtby.org
www.crossofchrist-wtby.org

facebook.com/waterburycrossofchrist

Cross of Christ Lutheran Church

Cruldireg oo journey of faith

To welcome all into safe, sacred relationship, as the Spirit
works through us to embody God’s love and grace in the
world.



